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 What is the Individual Oral? 
 

The Individual Oral is an exploration of a global issue in the context of two works of 
literature (Lit), or a work of literature and a non-fiction text (LangLit).  

 

The Task 

“How does [Global Issue X] manifest in [Text A] and [Text B]?” 

● 10 minutes of student led talk. “Comparing and contrasting is possible but not 
required” (Teacher Support Materials) 

● 5 minutes of follow up questions. Much like the IOCs, the IO’s Q&A is an 
opportunity for students to further show their knowledge and understanding of the 
texts and the global issue presented. 

● Weighting: 30% for SL, 20% for HL 

 

Practical Considerations: 

● The works chosen must have been studied in class. 
● Students choose which texts to study - your teacher will not instruct you. 
● Students must base their talk on two 40 line extracts from their chosen works. If you 

are choosing a graphic text, your teacher will help you to put together an extract of 
equivalent length. 

● When coming into the exam, students will bring with them 200 words of notes, 
written in bullet points, and two clean copies of their chosen extracts. 

● Students must show an understanding of the body of work that the text comes from 
- for non-fiction, this could mean the wider work by the author, the brand, or the 
publication. How is your chosen text/extract similar or different to the rest of the 
body of work? 

● Students must submit two clean copies of their extracts to their teacher at least one 
week before their examination.  

● Students should avoid focusing on contexts (such as historical, biographical or 
socio-cultural) that do not directly link to the way the global issue is presented in the 
bodies of work and/or works and extract from it. Focus on the prompt should be 
sustained throughout the individual oral. 

● During the questions, teachers will refrain from asking questions that lead students 
away from the details of the bodies of work and/or works and global issue at hand. 
The purpose of questions should be to help the student demonstrate their 
knowledge and understanding of the extracts’ content and of how meaning is 



 

 

constructed in relation to the global issue. 

How should I choose my texts? 

Students can choose any two bodies of work that they have studied. For Language and 
Literature, students study one Language text from Culture and Advertising or Visions of the 
Future and one Literature work. In the Literature course, one of the chosen texts must be a 
work in translation.  

The need to show awareness of the body of work will mean different things depending on 
the text that has been chosen. For example, a student discussing Persepolis must link their 
chosen extract to the rest of the novel; this could be done by referencing the development 
of themes, of foreshadowing or allusion, or of considering how graphic techniques used in 
the extract compare to their use elsewhere. A Language student using the Nike ‘What are 
Girls Made Of?’ advertisement should connect their talk to Nike’s wider brand identity, 
considering how motifs from this ad are used elsewhere.  

A word of caution: works chosen for the IO cannot be used anywhere else in the course, so 
they must also be guided to think about what they might like to use for Paper 2 and (if 
applicable) the HL essay. 

How do I formulate my Global Issue? 

“A global issue is one that has significance on a wide or large scale, is transnational and 
whose impact is felt in everyday local contexts.” Teacher Support Materials  

A global issue is not necessarily a ‘problem’ or ‘threat’; it may also be a ‘social                               
phenomenon’ - e.g. life in a ‘digital’ society. The process of coming up with Global Issues                               
should be exploratory and arrived at by the student, though support will be essential.  

Students may wish to begin with their preferred texts and then interrogate them for an                             
‘issue’; it would, of course, be equally valid to start with a desired issue and consider which                                 
texts best suit it. 

The IBO advise that Global Issues could be arrived at by starting with the United Nations’                               
Sustainable Development Goals. This is not compulsory, but does provide students with a                         
baseline framework and encourages them to consider the human and political impact of the                           
ideas they are considering about their works.  

https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/envision2030.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/envision2030.html


 

 

The Teacher Support Materials provide the following breakdown for defining appropriate 
Global Issues. It emphasises the importance of using the SDGs, or locally felt issues, as 
starting points only. The key is about perspective; a Global Issue is something which can be 
viewed through a number of different lenses, depending on context(s).  

 

What support can I expect? 

Your teacher will: 

● Do two ‘mini’ IOs with you before Easter. These will be reduced versions of the task, 
done in class, that aim to help you to develop the clarity of your speech and your 
understanding of how to verbally structure an argument. You will receive both 
formative feedback and, at the end of term, an indicative grade for these; 

● Do a full mock with you after Easter. This mock will be an opportunity to practice a 
full 15 minute IO. Following IBO rules, this mock cannot be on the extracts or Global 
Issues that you have chosen for the real IO; 

● Let you listen to a number of sample IOs and talk you through what grade they 



 

would get, and why they would get that grade; 
● Show you sample planning documentation that you can then use as a model for 

your own plan; 
● Support your text choices and the development of your Global Issue; 
● Look at your finished plan and offer feedback and support when they notice areas 

that need development. 

Your teacher will not instruct on what to choose and they will not mark scripts for you, if you 
choose to use one. You can, of course, seek peer marking for this! 

 

The Scaffolds 

Scaffold A: Back-and-Forth Model 

Global issue and how context of text 1 informs 
its presentation in extract 1 

  

Global issue and how context of text 2 informs 
its presentation in extract 2 

  

Implications of this contrast for understanding 
the global issue 

  

Thesis as shown by this contrast    

Example 1 in extract 1 – how it is informed by 
context and relates to the text as a whole 

  

Example 2 in extract 2 – how it is informed by 
context and relates to the text as a whole 

  

Findings from this contrast    

Example 3 in extract 1 – how it is informed by 
context and relates to the text as a whole 

  

Example 4 in extract 2 – how it is informed by    



context and relates to the text as a whole 

Findings from this contrast    

Example 5 in extract 1 – how it is informed by 
context and relates to the text as a whole 

  

Example 6 in extract 2 – how it is informed by 
context and relates to the text as a whole 

  

Findings from this contrast    

Example 7 in extract 1 – how it is informed by 
context and relates to the text as a whole 

  

Example 8 in extract 2 – how it is informed by 
context and relates to the text as a whole 

  

Findings from this contrast    

Example 9 in extract 1 – how it is informed by 
context and relates to the text as a whole 

  

Example 10 in extract 2 – how it is informed by 
context and relates to the text as a whole 

  

Findings from this contrast    

What has been revealed about how the issue 
is presented in each text? 

  

Implications of this for understanding the issue 
and its contexts 

  

  

 



 

Scaffold B: A-then-B Model 

Global issue and how context of text 1 informs 
its presentation in extract 1 

  

Global issue and how context of text 2 informs 
its presentation in extract 2 

  

Implications of this contrast for understanding 
the global issue 

  

Thesis as shown by this contrast    

Example 1 – how it is informed by context and 
relates to the text as a whole 

  

Example 2 - how it is informed by context and 
relates to the text as a whole 

  

Example 3 – how it is informed by context and 
relates to the text as a whole 

  

Example 4 – how it is informed by context and 
relates to the text as a whole 

  

Example 5 – how it is informed by context and 
relates to the text as a whole 

  

Example 1 – how it is informed by context and 
relates to the text as a whole 

  

Example 2 – how it is informed by context and 
relates to the text as a whole 

  

Example 3 – how it is informed by context and    



relates to the text as a whole 

Example 4 – how it is informed by context and 
relates to the text as a whole 

  

Example 5 – how it is informed by context and 
relates to the text as a whole 

  

What has been revealed about how the issue 
is presented in each text? 

  

Implications of this for understanding the issue 
and its contexts 

  

 


